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- 77ie MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-' 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) 0r other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT f GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issueatthe initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the 'applicant.; See 37 CFR 1.313;bnd MPEP 130$. j l p ' : | ! • I 

1 . This communication is responsive to After. Final J^mdt of 10/15/2007 . ; \ j ■ , j" \ . i j , : , , i ( * J ; !i| ' :' 

2. IEI The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-34. ' 1 ' Mf : 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents haveibeen received! ! I. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents havejjeen receivedjin Application No. , ... ( 

3. □ Copies pf.the tertifi,ed ,ciopies of the priority documents have jbeen received ip this national stage application from the 

Injterni^iiiDnar Biireaii^pxl^ule 17.2^)). i \ u \ \'\ . ' ; '[][.' j j : |li! !.']!••• ; | j; ]\ jjj . ; i;-^: ' "ir.;^' 

* Certified copies not received: _. " ' i : :j ! ' : " \\f .' .[■«! ', 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements : 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

' ; '!■ ; . : i • • . 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF: 

INFORMAL PATENT APPUCATIQM (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why'the oattfdr declarsitipnljs deficient;. : j; ; | ; ; :;: : * 

5. □ CORRECTED D(&WING$^ • | y.- } : j j : \\ : \\.-\- j j; ji. [!;,! i.j'.'jj! ^,V : \ : ' 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-i948) attdch4ct : 
1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 
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(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 
Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.64(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should; be labeled as jsuch in thp header according to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/orilN^O^ATldN about t^e deposit of BIOLOGICAL M^TEFflALmiist beisubmittedi Note fee S ■ 
attached Examine^s cb^ ■;]]. J\ * ■: 
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Attachment(s) 

1 . □ Notice of References Cited|(F?l;0-89^). , ■ < j 

2. □ Notice of DraftpersorVs: Patent jDr^wingkeview (PTO-948) ;j 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (F^f 6/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of lnfoitmal Patent Application 

6. interview!Sunimary (PTO : 413), > V I- ! ; 
i : Paper NoJ/Miiil Datd 10/25/2007 f j :i 

7. H Examiner's AmehdmentyCommeht ! 
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8. M Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An extension of time under 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a) is required in order to make an examiner's 

amendment which places; this application in cjondition for allowance. , Durmg a telephone 

. .-I.!:.. i j j! r,i ! 4 'i • ■ ] I j ; ' [ ^' ■ j: : ' \ I : ii « ! c : .Ji . '"''j; 

conversation: conducted piii; 10/25/2007, Rich&rd S. Wesofick reqwejst^d aii| extension b|time f6r:2 

... ... , r : ;,,;*| j - . .1 -| : Mi < !., ■ - •; \ } ; ■ j ;i !;' |;! r« 

MONTH(S) and authorized the Director to charge Deposit Account No. 20-0090 the required fee 
of $340(difference between 2 month and 1 month extension of time) for this extension and 

authorized the following; ^xaminer's amendment. Should the changes and/pr additions, be , 

: ;.- • i,:;: ! ' ; : !, . jj • 1 1 ijF'it;'" !i " ' ' l] ! ;!^i:;'t :'ii"';T 

unacceptable to ajjplid^ht- 1 ah! ajmendihent may tie filed as, providedi b}[ 37 |(pFR 1:31^, j:To entire,,; 

consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the 

issue fee. 
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The appliqatioh h^ been amended asjjfollows: 



In the Claims :; : i; ; j j [ . . 



i ii 



My h • ■! hiii-ii'- : 1 i; ii 
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Claims 2-4, line 2, 'axle apparatus' has been replaced with -plurality of axle members--. 
Claims 13-14, line 2, >xle apparatus \ has been replaced with -plurality of axle , 



1 1 .■ 



members-. i i-i: ■!*':. 

Claims 20-21 , line; 2^ I'axle apparatus'; has been replaced with [^plurality ojf ! ixl^i 
members-. 

Claim 20, line 3, 'an'(l; st occurrence) ;fias been replaced with -said-. 
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Claim 30, 



line;2j x iax|le apparatus' has|jbeen replaced with ^plUraliity of axle membefs-T; ; : 
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2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Examinetr agrees vljitti 
Applicant that WO87/01404 fails to disclose a plurality of axle members arranged to surround 
and define a space. However, it is noted thatijthe rejection is based on WO88/09848, wherein 



WO87/0 1.4.04 is incorporated by reference. WO87/0 1404 discloses tlje sv/eeper st^fct^re i : : 
whereas W688/09848 discloses the axle structure. The figures in ^ W088/69^48 dispose -aha^le • 
apparatus having a plurality of axle members(#42,40,34) with a space between the front wheels . 
HOWEVER fails to disclose the axleimembep 'arranged 5 to surround and define' the space. The 

• ! liy ; j I; ; j ; ; \k} I! • ::•■!• : - rW ! ;J 

forward elements(44,46) are isupporf arms fop brushes( 1 61, 1 8) not parti of ?ui axle apparatus thai . » J. 
supports the front wheels. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee apd, to avoid processing delays, ^hould preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such subihission^-sripbilil be cle;arly labeled "Comments oh; Statement of Reasons 
Allowance." 



for' 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier commnnications from the 

' ! 5 :: - -li'r i ,! . ij . . ; ;-m I 1 i #; h:j: V-J: ft 

examiner shbuld be diirectbcl b : TheresaT. Siiider whose t^lepHohfe;number;:is i (57il) 272-1277:1 : 

... ; : r\j|::.j, | . I . : i ! ! ' ; ' < ; !; - ; V ,| •> U tfi [\- ; - ■ 

The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (5:30am-2:00pm). ' ! 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

■; i 1 ■! ■ ji ■ • 1 \ : ■ 

supervisor, Joseph Hail can be, reached on (571) 272-4485. The , fax phone number for, the , „ 

, .....:;.!;!;;:. ; ;|- si >^ 1 ^^I'-r:?^ 

organization wWethis application 6ir proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-18300. : i; | ; jjj : } ' ■ 
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InfcirmatiQiii iegat^mg jhe status of all! application! may be ii^btiinedj-lfroni the Ba|eritji ' Lj! : :^ 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR orPublic PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAlk only. Forlttiore inforrtiation about the PAIR 
system,; see ^p:/i^air^i^ctjuspto.g6v. Shoiiid you haVejquestiorfe 'oiji :acbjds|s|tb jtfrfe' ^jyj^i^jpj: 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPIjO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated . 
information systeiri,; Ibill $00-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) ipr ^71 -2^2- 1 0Q0. ■ . I; : I , = ; 
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